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is for Hope.       December 6 

2 Corinthians 1:9-10 

Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on 
ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will 
deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 

 

There are many times in the Bible when God’s people had no reason to hope. Especially after their kingdom was conquered and they 
were sent away to live in a foreign land. Their homes were gone, their families split up, their kings and armies were no more. 

There was no reason for Israel to have hope. 

Hope is having a reason to look forward to tomorrow. We put our hope in money that we might be able to buy the things we need and 
want. We put our hope in our favorite football team to win and have a fun and exciting year as they make their way towards the 
championship. We put our hope in our toys and jobs, that if we can have enough or earn enough, we can feel like we have accomplished 
it all. We put our hope in doctors, that when we get sick, they can restore our health. 

But what happens when we don’t have money? When our football team is no good? What if our toys break and we lose our jobs? What 
if the doctor doesn’t know how to cure us? Where is our hope then? 

When things look bad. When life feels like it couldn’t possibly get any worse. When there is not much about tomorrow to look forward 
to, we can look to God’s Word to read about the One who has been there time and time again for His people. “On him we have set our 
hope that he will deliver us again.”  God saved His people over and over; from Pharoh, from hunger and thirst, even from a giant. And 
by sending Jesus to earth, He would save them once and for all.  

Through baptism, we too are God’s people. And our hope is in the LORD, because God sent Jesus to save us. To give us hope to look 
forward to a million tomorrows, as we spend eternity with the God who loves us. 

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for giving Your Son, who is our only hope. In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN. 

ACTIVITY: Act it out. What might someone who has no hope look like? What might someone who has found great hope look 
like? 



is for Immanuel.        December 7 

Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel. 

 

 

A theme of the Bible is that God’s people find ways to push God away. 
Because of our sin we recognize that we are not good. We also know 
that God is perfect. It makes it scary to think about what a perfect God 
might think about us and our sin.  

One example of this is found in Adam and Eve. After they disobeyed 
God they felt ashamed and they hid. They hid because they didn’t want 
God to see their sin. They hid because they knew they had let God down.  

We do this too. We hide from our parents when we have done something wrong. Maybe we hide because we don’t want to get in 
trouble, but maybe we also hide because we feel bad that what we have done has made mom and dad feel sad.  

Do you know what God did when Adam and Eve hid from Him? He went to them and He found them. It was not hard for God to find 
them because He knows everything. He found them and He assured them that He still loved them. God wants to be with His people. 
There is no sin that is so bad as to make God not want to be with His people.  

Immanuel means “God is with us.” Jesus being born in a manger lets us know that God still wants to be with His people. That even 
though the world is sinful, even though we are sinful, God still wants to be with us. Jesus came to earth, He surrounded Himself with 
people, He found their sin, then He took that sin to the cross to save His people. 

God knows your sin, you can’t hide it from Him. But Jesus found your sin, and got rid of it at the cross, so that we can be with God 
forever. Immanuel, God is with us, yesterday, today, and forever. 

PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for Jesus, and for coming to earth to be with us. In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN.  

ACTIVITY: Hide and Seek. Kids go find a safe place 
to hide. After 30 seconds or so have a parent 
come seek you out. 
After everyone is found (or the seeker gives up) 
ask the following: 
Have you ever run away or hid because you were 
in trouble? What brings you out of hiding? 

 



is for Joy.     December 8 

Psalm 51:11-12 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

 

Joy is a wonderful emotion. We feel joy when we spend time with family, when we get to see our favorite movie, or when someone 
does something special for us. You might be surprised to find out that joy is different than plain-old happiness. The difference seems to 
be that happiness is a now feeling where joy is closely linked with peace. Feeling joyful means that you feel safe and loved, and that 
the world seems to be a good place. 

The opposite of joy just might be danger. Maybe you have felt the knot-in-your-stomach feeling you get when you hear tornado 
sirens on a stormy evening. Or maybe the opposite of joy is heartache, perhaps you have felt the emptiness of a lost pet or saying 
goodbye to a family member that you don’t know if you will ever see again. Whatever the opposite of joy is, we don’t want it. 

Psalm 51 cries to God, “Cast me not away from your presence.” These words remind us that being close to God, being close to His 
saving hand, gives us joy. Because God is the only one who can save us and take care of us. 

Being close to God brings joy. This is why baby-in-the-belly John-the-Baptist leaps for joy when his mother meets Mary who had 
Jesus in her belly (Lk 1:44). This is why the shepherds had to go find the Baby Jesus, to see this “Good news of great joy that will be 
for all people, (Lk 2:10).” This is why the wisemen “Rejoiced exceedingly with great joy, (Mt 2:10)” when they met the Newborn King. 

On Christmas, God gave the world the gift of joy. He showed His love by sending the Rescuer, who would save the whole world. Because 
of Jesus we know that we are saved from our sin, and safe in His care. We see that we are not forgotten but loved by the Creator of 
the world. And we rejoice that we have been given the gift of life forever with God. 

PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for the gift of joy, born to the world on Christmas. In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN. 

  

ACTIVITY: Sing-a-long. Pick a happy song that your family enjoys singing. Maybe it is a Christmas 
carol, a VBS song, or something from a Disney movie. Sing it together. If you are really feeling 
joyful, dance along. Enjoy a moment celebrating God’s gifts of music and singing. 



is for King.   December 9 

Matthew 2:1b-2 

Behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 

In the year 1422, 9 month old Henry VI became the king of all of England. And then, a few months later, though there was some 
disagreement, he also became the king of France. At less than a year old, Henry VI was king of two of the greatest nations in all the 
world. Though he was the king, Henry wasn’t old enough to rule in England until he was 16; because what good is a baby-king? 

When Jesus was born some wise men came from another country because they had read the words of the prophets which promised a 
great king. They had seen the sign of the promised king, the star in the eastern sky, and followed. But not everyone was happy to hear 
of the baby king. This newborn king was a problem for king Herod. He didn’t want anybody else to take his crown. So he tried to have 
baby Jesus killed. 

Sometimes we don’t want Jesus to be king of our lives either. We like to think that we would do just fine as king of our own lives, 
deciding for ourselves when to love others and when to love ourselves first. Declaring that we can be good enough, even though we 
know our own goodness is not very good. In our efforts to be kings and queens of our own lives we make childish and foolish choices 
which show even more how much we need someone to save us. 

Thirty some years after Jesus was born, there were other rulers who didn’t want to follow Jesus. They decided that God’s people, that 
God’s holy temple even, would be better off if Jesus was not around, so they found a way to have Jesus arrested and nailed on a cross. 
On the top of that cross was a sign that read, “King of the Jews.” It was put there to make fun of Jesus and those who thought He was 
a king, but it turns out that the sign was absolutely true. 

Jesus rose from the dead and went up to heaven, and He now reigns as king, not from a castle on earth, but from a heavenly throne. 
Christmas is the celebration of The King who came for us. Who even as a baby, was doing everything that needed to be done, to save 
His people from their sin. 

PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for sending King Jesus, to save us from our sins. In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 

ACTIVITY: Find a cardboard box and make a crown fit for a king. If you have a nativity 
scene, consider trying to make a crown to fit on, or rest near the baby Jesus. 



is for Love.       December 10 

John 3:16-17 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” 

 

 

We love all sorts of things. We love family, fast food, and nice clothes. We love 
songs that make us feel happy and teachers that help us learn. We know how 
to love, especially things and people that make our lives brighter. 

But there are things that we don’t love. We don’t love going to the doctor for shots. We don’t love having to exercise, or doing lots of 
homework. We don’t love people who are mean to us or pick on us. We don’t love things that make our lives harder. 

So basically, we love nice things that are nice to us, and we don’t love things that are not nice to us. 

“God so loved the world.” 

In the beginning, God made the world and He said that it was good. It was the artistic work of His hands, His masterpiece of creation. 
He made beautiful flowers and fluffy clouds. He made flitting butterflies and juicy fruit. And all of it was good. And then He made His 
favorite part of all that He had made… Humans. God loved the world as He looked over it and declared, “it was very good!” (Gen 1:31). 

But then things changed. Humans started sinning. First by disobeying God by eating a piece of fruit, but soon people started lying, 
stealing, and even killing one another. By Genesis 6, only a few pages into the Bible, we read that every thought of man was only evil, 
all the time.  

God loved the world, but the world didn’t show much love for God. And we are the same way. Quite often the things that we want and 
love are all about ourselves, not others, and certainly not about our God. 

So how does God treat a sinful world that does not love Him back. He sends His Son to save it. For some reason God still loves the 
sinful and broken world. He loves it so much that He sent Jesus to be born, to die, and to rise again as part of His plan to save the 
world that He so greatly loves. 

PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for loving the world, and me, way more than we deserve. In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN.  

ACTIVITY: Words of affirmation. Take 
some time to share what you love about 
the other people around the table. 



is for Mary.    December 11 

Luke 1:46-50 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.” 

Mary is a fascinating character of scripture. She is, of course, the mother of Jesus. But what is mostly made known about her is that 
she was very, very ordinary. Mary was a young girl, from a small town, who was engaged to an ordinary man. 

What makes Mary special is that God chose to live in her, as a baby, for 9 months. Of course after that she had a front row seat to 
watch Jesus, the all powerful God, grow up, to learn His first words and take His first steps. Mary is special because God chose to be so 
close to her.  

Sometimes we think that we are too ordinary for God to want to be close to us. Maybe we feel like ordinary people from small towns. 
Maybe we see that there are people around us who are smarter, better looking, faster, or nicer than we are. What would God want with 
such an insignificant person like me? 

Boy do I have good news for you! Just like Mary, God chooses to live in you too! Not because of how much of the Bible you have 
memorized. Not because of how often you hold the door for others, or because you are so helpful in the kitchen. God chooses to live in 
you because He loves you! 

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you (1 Cor 6:19).” A temple is a place for God to live, and He has 
chosen to live with you. Through baptism He has called you His own and come to live with you.  

When we read about Mary we think about how cool it is that God chose her. But as we read the Bible we see that, unbelievably, God 
choses you and me too. 

PRAYER: Dear God. At Christmas we remember that you came to live with your people. Help us to also remember that you chose to 
live with us always. In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 

ACTIVITY: Getting Close. Gather a bath towel, a hand towel, and a wash cloth. Beginning with the bath towel, see if your family 
can all fit on the towel without touching the floor or any other furniture. Then try the same with the other smaller cloths. 



is for Night       December 12 

Luke 2:8 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

Night can be a scary time. We sing songs like “Silent Night” but darkness and silence can make us feel alone and helpless. Many of us 
know what it feels like to be uncomfortable in the dark. That is why from a young age so many people have night lights in their room. 

The years before Jesus’ birth must have felt like a long nighttime for God’s people. They had been taken from their homeland and sent 
far away. They prayed to God for the sun to come up on a new day when they might return to their land and worship their God in the 
temple. 

John 1 calls Jesus, the Light that, “shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (Jn 1:5).” Jesus coming into the world 
was like waking up to a superbright spotlight shining into your eyes. Though God’s followers had been praying for the Messiah, they 
could hardly handle how perfect He was. He was so perfect, so righteous that they wanted to send Him away, so that the darkness of 
their hearts might not have to be compared to His perfect light. 

We, too, know that our lives are darkened by sin. And the light of Jesus only shows just how dark and broken we are in our sinfulness. 
The light of Jesus came to find our sin, but not to punish it, rather to take it away so that we can reflect His marvelous, perfect light. 

PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for the Light of the World, who brings us from the dark of night into the Light of Your salvation. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN. 

ACTIVITY: Light a candle and turn off the lights. Notice the shadows that are cast by the candlelight. Next, find a flashlight 
(phone flashlight works just fine) and shine the flashlight onto the candle to cast a shadow on the wall. Notice that the candle 
casts a shadow but the flame does not. Light causes other things to cast a shadow, but light has no shadow. Jesus is the Light 
of the World. There is no darkness in Him. 


