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Holed up, hiding out, hunkered down.  What a strange place to 
find ourselves in these days approaching Holy Week and Easter 
2020.  We are in good company; this is not the first time the 
Church has found itself holed up around Easter.  On that first 
Easter Sunday when Jesus rose, the disciples were keeping a 

low profile too, although for different reasons. 

Like churches all around the world, Mt. Calvary has moved our worship online.  More 
tech, less touch. With a pandemic going on we are right to be careful about limiting con-
tact, using hand-sanitizer, not gathering in crowds even for worship.  There is good reason 
for staying at home and rigorously practicing “social distancing.” 

But even as we observe social distancing temporarily (and it will be temporary), let us nev-
er forget that the whole point of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter is to assure us 
that God has not socially distanced Himself from us! 

I found the following words, penned by Timothy Merrill, editor of Homiletics Online, to be 
wonderfully insightful:  

It is not in God's nature to be distant. The central event in the story of salvation - the In-
carnation - is all about God entering our experience, not departing from it. Immanuel - 
God with us! God will not and does not, distance himself from us. God has not done this 
in the past, God is not doing it now and God will not do it ever. 

This is a theme that runs throughout Scripture. God is near us, not distant from us. This 
is why the apostle Paul can say with authority:  

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35-39) 

In the weeks and months to come, social distancing will require us to make sacrifices and 
find new ways of staying connected. But as Paul reminds us, God will be with us no mat-
ter where we are.” 

For now, as God’s people, we are wise to keep washing our hands and maintaining our dis-
tance as we rest in the hands of the One Who holds us in His and Who is as close to each of 
us as our inner most being. 
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APRIL DATES TO REMEMBER… 
 

DUE TO COVID19… 

THERE WILL BE NO MEETINGS OR  

SERVICES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Gifts from the Heart: 

Non-perishable food items, paper products,  
cleaning supplies, health and beauty aids 

LWML LENTEN  
GIVING CHALLENGE 
Racing to the finish to give Community Health 
Ministry the supplies they need. Our goal this year 
is 550 non-perishable food and personal care 
items to fill the CHM Food Bank. 

Examples of needed items: 

   Peanut Butter   Toothpaste / brushes 
   Jelly/Jam   Shampoo / conditioner 
   Canned Vegetables  Toilet Paper / Kleenex 
   Canned/Dried fruit  Paper Towels 
   Mac & Cheese   Deodorant / Lotion 
   Soup / Rice / Noodles  Detergent: Clothes/Dish 
   Pudding / jello   Bar / Liquid Soap 
   Spaghetti sauce  Diapers / Wipes 
  Baby foods / Formula 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR DCE  

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. 6 And these words that I command you to-
day shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise.” Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

Well, well, well, we are doing a bit more of teaching 
our children and sitting in our houses than we are ac-
customed to… This past month has provided a lifetime 
of news breaks, new necessary vocabulary, lifestyle 
changes, and worry. And that is just what us adults 
have gone through. Add on top of that that many of us 
are now to oversee our children’s educational endeav-
ors for the first time, it’s enough to make heads spin. 

Within the first few days Facebook and Pinterest were 
full of “at-home learning resources and schedules.” 
People meant well but while trying to figure out our 
own work situation, and keeping up with at least 
enough news to feel like you could keep your family 
safe I have heard from many that the 
additional expectations for coordi-
nating a day of school for their fami-
ly was completely overwhelming. 

It’s all been overwhelming. 

For all of us. 

But God is still in control. God who made the whole 
earth, still holds it in His hands. Jesus who calmed the 
raging storm is still sitting on the throne, The Holy 
Spirit who pulled you into Gods family, is still with 
you! Take comfort in that. Hide in that truth. Open the 
Word of God and see that the Lord is still good. 

And when you are ready to come up for breath. Mt. 
Calvary is here for you. Pastor is still well versed in 
Law and Gospel, able to point each of us to our Savior. 
I hope to be able to encourage you to spend time in the 
Word with resources and online relationship building 
opportunities. Most significantly, your fellow congre-
gation, the Body of Christ, are here for you too. Ready 
to pray, ready to make a run to the store, or looking 
forward to a phone call to catch up. 

May our All-powerful, Ever-present Bulwark, grant 
you a place and a peace to rest in these challenging 
times. 

- Paul 

JUST A REMINDER... 

If you do need resources for family devotion while 
at home, there are resources in the church library. 
Contact Paul and he can help pick something out 
and deliver it to your front door. 

dcepaulwhite@gmail.com  /  321-704-4903 
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Until further notice, 

our worship services  

will be on YouTube 

due to COVID-19 
 

  Wamego Blood Drive 
Tuesday, April 7th  Noon to 6:00 p.m.  

@ The First United Methodist Church   
FREE $5 Amazon E-Gift Card to everyone 

who comes in to donate! 
 

Make an Appointment to Donate Blood:  
To schedule your life-saving appointment visit 

www.redcrossblood.org or call us at 1-800-733-
2767.  You can also make your appointment on the 

Red Cross blood donor App! 
 

The American Red Cross is taking a lot of precautions to 
ensure the safety of our donors.  Including: 

• Pre-donation temperature checks 

• Staff wearing gloves at all times (changing gloves 
between donors) 

• Hand sanitizer stations (I gave this week and as I 
moved to each new location I was asked to use it 
– including before entering the drive & signing 
in).  

• Chairs while donors wait will be spread out.  

• Our staff is sanitizing each bed between donors. 

• Beds are spread out as well.  

We’re doing all that we can to ensure that the blood do-
nation site is clean and safe! 
  
The surgeon general is urging people to continue donat-
ing!   Please see the link below. 

https://abc30.com/health/donate-blood-now-surgeon-
general-urges/6028239/ 

More Than Conquerors 

And we know that in all things God works for 

the good of those who love Him, who have 

been called according to His purpose.  

Romans 8:28 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org&data=02%7C01%7CKristi.Ingalls%40redcross.org%7Cc462de5660fc4d6f72cd08d7b4a60736%7Cdd5b5d42c0d34ad2b5f160edb3af2771%7C0%7C0%7C637176497485169715&sdata=Hm3gVwzO1ckgo9wU4SekBe
https://abc30.com/health/donate-blood-now-surgeon-general-urges/6028239/
https://abc30.com/health/donate-blood-now-surgeon-general-urges/6028239/
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ATTENTION BOARD CHAIRS:  Please look over your board members and let me know of any changes. 

17535 SAY ROAD, WAMEGO, KS 66547 

 

For God did not give us a 

spirit of timidity, but a 

spirit of power, of love and 

of self-discipline. 

2 Timothy 1:7   
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Mt Calvary Piecemakers 

We are certainly missing time together to quilt during this necessary “social distancing” due to COVID19.  Our 
Block-of-the-Month project will continue thanks to technology!  Printed block patterns are available in our 
quilt room if you want to pick them up. And God continues to bless us to bless others as we work individually 
on projects such as baby quilts for Life Choice Ministries and baptismal quilts for Mt Calvary babies & small 
children.  

 

Chris Blevins has shared the need for Medical Masks for KState Vet School (their supply went 
to local medical facilities) and has asked for help from Piecemakers. We have kits cut from surgi-
cal cloth provided by the vet school.  They are made with ties and 4 layers of fabric, with an 
opening for a filter to be inserted.  Kits and instructions are available on the round  table in the 
Piecemaker room if you would like to make one or several.  

 

Our trip to Missouri Star Quilt Co had to be canceled do to “the virus” but WE WILL RESCHEDULE!   

 

Our Jr Piecemakers are on hold for now.  In March each one made a back-
pack, using the LWR pattern for school kits.  We thank our congregation for 
support that enabled us to purchase totes for each one with supplies including 
pin cushions, scissors, seam ripper, journal, post its, and measuring gauge. A 
neat project is planned for our next meeting, hopefully soon! 

 

We have made FACE MASKS for anyone who feels like 
their health is at risk and would prefer a barrier due to 
COVID19. They are washable and available at the Information Desk.  

 

CIA - URGENT:  

Supplies are needed for 
one of our families:  
• disinfectant wipes 
• large latex gloves and 
• hand sanitizer.  
A basket for your dona-
tions is on the information 
desk. Thank you!   
 

Shut ins- with “social distancing” personal visits are 
not practical but a phone call to check in and ask 
about needs (pharmacy, grocery items) is vital. Put 
a card in the mail. We are looking to use a Thrivent 
grant again this year to put together Easter Bas-
kets for shut ins.  

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
 

"Rev. Michael Salemink, Lutherans For Life Exec-
utive Director, spent the weekend at Mt Calvary. In 
his afternoon presentation he shared a strong Pro-
Life message focused on confronting the issue of 
abortion with courage, conviction, and God's 
grace." 

Some of Pastor Salemink’s statements were, “Our 
aim is beyond ending abortion. Our mission is to 
proclaim Christ to the broken. The same Lord exer-
cises authority over all, both gospel and govern-
ment. Government makes laws about what is good 
for society. Law number one should be that you 
cannot kill the weakest. The only way that embryos 
are different than an adult is by size, development, 
and environment. God’s love gives sanctity to life.” 

 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD, 

The Maker of heaven and earth. 

Psalm 121:1-2 



 

Blessing to all, 
 

I pray that all of you are healthy and comforted 
by Paul's advice to us. “Rejoice in the Lord 
always. I will say it again; Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which trans-
cends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 

     Over the last few days we have been inun-
dated with so much Covid-19 information that it 
is difficult to know what people are thinking. 
Why the run on toilet paper? Why the hoard-
ing? Why the dirty looks when someone 
coughs? This all seems kind of silly to me but 
then I guess we need to be sensitive to those 
who are fearful for good reason. Those with 
compromised immune systems and those who 
are more susceptible to infection. 

     Then there are those who are shopping for 
the elderly neighbor so she will not have to go 
to a crowded store and those who are phoning 
the shut-ins to make sure they are OK. Those 
who are being positive and using such a time 
as this to encourage others to put their trust in 
the One who is in control. 

     We can all use this as an opportunity to be 
a blessing to others especially those who are 
fearful. Most of all be thankful. Thankful we live 
in a country where we can get the food and 
supplies we need even if it is not exactly what 
we want. A country where we can drink clean 
water from the tap even if we can’t get Evian. A 

Insert 

country that has a sanitation system and trash 
pick up. A country that has clean health care 
facilities available if we do get sick.  
 

Yes, the Corona Virus has now hit Haiti. 
Please pray for them, especially for Pastor 
Isaac, Pastor Thomas, our special friends 
Nora Leon, Lophane, Noel and their families. 

     I want you all to know that we will be able 
to pay our 49 teachers through the end of the 
school year even though the schools are now 
closed. This will be a difficult time for the peo-
ple of Haiti who live from day to day.  

 

 

There is no such thing as waiting 
in line at the local pharmacy. It is 
everyman for himself. 

 

 

In all situations be thankful. 
Sue Gross 
Haitian Lutheran Mission Project 
c/o Christ Lutheran Church 

14700 S 94th Ave 
Orland Park, IL 60462 

A Special Thank You to Pastor Price and Paul for the 
Sermons and Children’s Messages on YouTube. 


