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Advent means coming. In an Advent meditation several years ago, Dr. Dale Meyer
asked the question: “Who will be coming to your home … hauling in suitcases, hugging
you and embracing your heart?” And then he added, “Guilt promises to come.”
I think he is right. Guilt is often an uninvited guest in the days around Christmas.
Sometimes guilt comes with the family members who gather together. It reminds us of
hurts we’ve inflicted on one another that still affect relationships today. Beneath the
smiles and conversation can hide a heart haunted by guilt. We want things to be right
with one another, but guilt reminds us how our words and actions in the past have hurt
the very ones we love.

Sometimes guilt arrives in the place of a loved one. Maybe this is the year a loved one
died—or had to be placed in a nursing facility. This will be the first Christmas you’ve
spent without him or her at home. Guilt accuses: “Why weren’t you more loving when
you had the chance?
Of course there is always the nagging sense of guilt in general that is always ready, no
matter the season, to accuse us of our real and imagined faults, failings, and sins.
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Thank God Advent means Christ has come! Yes, His presence does lead to confession
of our sins and faults as we honestly admit how we have failed to obey God’s call to
love Him above all things and to love each other as we love ourselves. But more than
that, the presence of Christ means that we have a Greater Guest than guilt. By His
promise of forgiveness He drives guilt away!

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.
(“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334)
In Christ,

785-456-2444

Pastor Jim Price
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Christmas Decorating at Mt. Calvary
Saturday, December 1st,beginning at 8:00a.m.
Childcare will be provided; (please send Lindsey Blevins
an email if you are bringing children so we can plan to
have enough help)
Hot Chocolate and holiday goodies will be served.

CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Saturday, December 15th
5:00p.m.

The Story
of Jesus

ADVENT
BY CANDLELIGHT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2ND
7:00 p.m.

Practices:
December 2nd ~ 9:10-10:15 a.m.
December 9th ~ 3:00-5:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Sunday, December 16
Meet at the church at 2:45p.m.

The ladies of the congregation are welcomed
to invite their family members, friends, and
neighbors for a Christ-centered preparation
this holiday season. This is a wonderful evening of the Word, music and fellowship for
women.

MIDWEEK ADVENT
Suppers and Worship
December 5th LWML will
serve a Brisket supper
Dec 12—Communication
& Evangelism Boards will
serve supper;
Board of Elders will serve on the 19th.
Serving will be from 5:00 until 6:15p.m.
Free Will Offering

Worship Services will begin at 6:30p.m.

First stop—Vintage Park,(1607 4th St) at 3:00,
then Grandview Suites at 3:30; Valley Vista at
4:00.
Christmas party to follow in the Fellowship
Hall. Please bring a snack to share. Hot chocolate, hot apple cider, and coffee provided.
Any questions
contact Diane
at 844-1095 or
Susan at 4564387.

IT’S TIME TO
ORDER POINSETTIAS
Please see the sign-up sheet
at the Information Desk for
the sizes and colors available
this year. Make payments to
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church
and place in the offering
plate. Be sure to note payment is for Poinsettia.
Order will be placed soon...
don’t wait!

Email: MCLC.Wamego@gmail.com
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S
MISSIONARY LEAGUE

MEN’S GROUP

2018 LWML Officers
President: Arlys Hartmann
Secretary: Carolyn Stutzman

V-Pres: Carol Brase
Treasurer: JeriLee Richter

Important Dates to Remember…
Dec 2—Mite Box/Stamps for Missions Sunday
Dec 5—LWML serving Advent Supper
Dec 6—1:30pm Executive Board Planning Mtg in the
Fellowship Hall

Men’s group will meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month. December meetings will be
the 6th and 20th at 8:00 p.m. at Mt. Calvary
Fellowship Hall.

NO MEETING THIS MONTH
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

Gifts from the Heart:
Cookie mix, cake mix, tub frosting, sprinkles
The Ladies of the LWML wish everyone at Mt Calvary a
very blessed and joyous CHRISTmas season.

CONGREGATION
VOTER’S MEETING
& POTLUCK
December 2nd
Immediately following the late service
in the Fellowship Hall

MT. CALVARY CONGREGATION
PLANNING RETREAT
Saturday, December 8th 9AM-3PM

Living Water Ranch
& Convention Center
on Tuttle Creek Lake
Those interested are encouraged to attend. Contact
Trevor Jensen if you have questions.
RSVP by December 3rd to
mclc.wamego@gmail.com or call 785-456-2444

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24, 2018
5:00 and 7:00p.m.
In order to enhance the Christmas Eve Service, we
are asking that a few precautions are taken during
the candle lighting ceremony.
1. We ask that if a child wishes to participate, an
adult should guide their hand throughout the process...even if they want to “do it themselves”.
2. Please always hold the lighted candle in an upright position. The unlighted candle can be
tipped for the lighting process.
3. Keep all lighted candles in upright position until
it is extinguished and the wax has hardened. (It
just takes a few seconds.)
Hopefully this will keep everyone safe from accidents that could happen with fire or hot wax, as well
as eliminate spilled wax on the cushions and carpet.
Thank you so much for following the above guidelines so that we can continue this beautiful tradition.
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Coping with the Holidays and Special Days
Homecare & Hospice is offering a support group entitled Copying with the
Holidays and Special Days for anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one
and is finding the upcoming holidays difficult. This free and educational support group is open to anyone who wants to receive support and learn tips
and strategies for coping with the holidays and special days throughout the
year.
Only one session needs to be attended. Please choose the time that’s most
convenient:
Tuesday December 4th from 5:15-6:15p.m.
Tuesday, December 11th from Noon—1:00p.m.
If you or someone you know would like to attend, please email Dan Clayton
at dclayton@hcandh.org or call 785-537-0688
An RSVP is appreciated, but not required. All sessions are held at the Homecare & Hospice office, 3801
Vanesta Drive, Manhattan.

ATTENTION BOARD CHAIRS: Please look over your board members and let me know of any changes.

CHURCH
OFFICERS
President
Mr. Trevor Jensen
785-565-2455
trevorjensen@reagan.com
Vice President
Mr. Roy Hatfield
785-617-0305
rshatfield1979@gmail.com
Recording Secretary
Mrs. Kelley Brummett
785-456-8349
brummettck@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Mrs. Kerri Winter
785-341-7739

Winter.kerri@yahoo.com

BOARD MEMBERS
Adult Education

(chair.) Andrea White
Paul White
Chris Blevins
Ashley King

CYM

(chair.) Charla Adcock
Angie Matthews
Colby Brummett
Josh Hahn
Krista Hahn
Chris Blevins
Lyndsey Blevins
Megan Propst
Ryan Propst
Bridgette Rankin
Brian Rankin

Communication
(Chair) Jeannie Merritt
Amanda Jantz
Casey Biesenthal
Kay Ann Hewlett
Linda Highland
Christy Roscovius
Kara Titus

Elders
(chair.) Curtis Thompson
Nick Adcock
Chris Blevins
Brian Blume
Lanny Bosse
Brett Bruning
Daniel Bush
Carl Griese
Joshua Hahn
Erick Horton
Marty Jahn
Eli Jantz
Jamie Klein
Brian Koch
Thomas von Seggern

Evangelism

(chair) Kenny Titus
Sharon Jensen
Teresa Purkeypile
Kara Titus

Fellowship

(chair.) Diane Landon
Susan Hatfield
Prudence Fager

Incorporation

(chair.) Prudence Fager
Carol Brase
Krista Hahn

Missions

(chair) Todd Steinbach
Robin Kolterman
Rev. Rick Lovick

Stewardship

Marcus Merritt

Trustee
(chair.) Gordon Stohs
Pat Burns
Tim Winter
Kirk Zerbe
Paul Zillmann

Nomination Board
(chair) Ted Geisert

NEW YEAR’S EVE
WORSHIP
December 31, 2018
7:00 p.m.

Summary of November 14 Council Meeting
Call to order: Trevor Jensen, president.
Opening prayer: Pastor Price
Minutes of October meeting approved as written.
Monthly Financial Report: Accepted and filed for review. *Distribution of mission projects funded for the
year. *Contributions are higher than usual for this time of year.
New Business:
• Agenda preparation for Voter’s meeting on Sunday, December 2 to include review of minutes from
previous voters meeting, financial report, proposed 2019 budget, LCMS voter registration form, new
elder appointments, board chair elections, worship survey results and recommendations, written board
reports, considering MOST (mission opportunities short term).
• Agreed current Thrivent Choice Dollars will be designated to missions, with half to Lutherans for Life
and half for mission projects. 2019 funds will be designated to Lutherans for Life.
• Gary Meidinger’s resignation as church business manager, upon replacement of that position.
Old Business: Strategic Planning Meeting: Dec. 8th 9:00 am – 3:00 pm at Living Water Ranch.
Board Reports:
• Worship committee: 183 surveys returned. Survey results, discussion and recommendation at the
Dec 2 voters meeting.
• Elders: Appointment of 3 new elders. Considering change in organist pay.
• Trustees: Discussed bid for repositioning of restroom doors. No action at this time.
• CYM: Sunday School Christmas program 12/15 during Saturday evening service will be directed by
Trina Steinbach and Cheryl Price. Sunday morning attendance is holding steady with 68/69 each
week. District Youth Gathering: 8 youth 2 adults. National Youth Gathering: 4 currently signed up.
• Nominating: Communications chair is still open.
• Evangelism: Working with Missions to sponsor two families through Wamego Christmas Bureau.
• Stewardship: Considering proposing offering collection at Sunday morning adult classes for specific
ministry or need. Emphasis on electronic giving in the new year with app or link on website home
page. Welcoming Tom Maurer to the stewardship board.
• Fellowship: Christmas caroling 12/16 at 3:30 pm.
• Missions: Mt Calvary will sponsor the Erber family in Ghana.
• Communication: Plans are to begin reorganizing our website the first of the year so information is
more accessible. We welcome Christy Roscovius to our board!
• Compassion-in-Action (an in-reach committee to assist with member needs) has launched, with the
oversight of the board of elders.
• Pastor’s report: A suggestion that our congregation consider funding a member to participate in
MOST mission trip (Mission Opportunities Short Term). Also, the “church demographics” event in
October was well attended, and he suggested If congregations provide interesting topics, people will
come.
Meeting adjourned with The Lord’s Prayer
Next Meeting Date: December 12, 2018 – 7:30 pm

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come . . .
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Grace to You and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ-Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wonderful things.-- {Psalm 72:18]
From heaven above to earth I come To bring good news to every one!
Glad tidings of great joy I bring To all the world and gladly sing:
Look, dear friends, look over there! That lies within that manager bare?
Who is that lovely little one? The baby Jesus, God’s dear Son.
{Lutheran Worship Hymn 37, vv 1 and 7]

ADVENT IS A four-week period in which we prepare for the coming of the Lord. We prepare not only for his
coming as a baby at Christmas. We also prepare for his coming into our lives today, and we prepare for his coming
again at the end of history.
THE BIBLE TELLS us about a “trailblazer,” John the Baptist, who prepared people to meet and worship JESUS.
He said, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” {Matthew 3:3] He traveled around baptizing people and telling them about JESUS.
EVERY YEAR DURING Advent, we have a scripture dealing with John the Baptist. John the Baptist was a person when God chose to prepare the way for Jesus’ coming. The prophet Isaiah said:
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness;
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” {Matthew 3:3]
MATTHEW TELLS US that John is the person about whom Isaiah was speaking.
• John came to prepare the way of the Lord.
• He came to straighten the pathways that Jesus would travel.
JOHN THE BAPTIST was a bit different, his dress was a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. {Matthew 3:4]
JOHN PREACHED A message of REPENTANCE. We tend to think of repentance as feeling bad about sin-feeling guilty. But repentance is more than feeling bad--much more. Repentance is doing something positive-changing--turning around and facing in a NEW DIRECTION! The genuinely repentant person doesn’t just feel
bad. He or she also tries to begin living a POSITIVE LIFE.
WHAT DOES THIS story about John the Baptist have to do with us?
• Perhaps it tells us to stand humbly before God--leaving behind the pride that would SEPARATE, us from God.
• Perhaps it reminds us that we too have need for REPENTANCE, and FORGIVENESS--that we are not alright
just as we are.
• Perhaps it reminds us that God calls us to change the direction of our lives--to take seriously the claims of faith
on our lives.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope. {Romans 15:13]
How glad we’ll be to find it so! Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done In sending us his own dear Son. Lutheran Worship Hymn 37:6]
Amen.

May Loren’s love and passion for God’s word,
shine through his words as he encourages all of us
to grow in grace. Please enjoy The Faith Focus; a
series featuring spiritual writings from Loren.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I wanted to make your church and/or school aware of an opportunity to travel to the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter which
are ministries of Answers in Genesis. In case you don’t know
anything about Answers in Genesis; they are an apologetics ministry, providing answers to questions about the Bible regarding
key issues such as creation, evolution, science, and the age of the
earth.
The Creation Museum and Ark Encounter are located just south
of Cincinnati. The trip will take place February 15-18, over PresHAVE YOU EVER WONDERED?
Did we ever look like apes?
ident’s Day Weekend. We plan to travel by charter bus with stops
Did people and dinosaurs ever live together?
in major cities to pick up travelers in Kansas. Individual families
Why does creation matter in today’s world?
can register for the trip at: goo.gl/forms/RMwJho7fI41tIUAr2.
How do we know the Bible is true?
Early registration is due January 1st. For those who register
early they will receive a free ticket to a planetarium show at the Creation Museum. Registration has to be
turned in by January 15th. The expected cost for the trip and mailing information can be found below.
This trip is for anyone interested in learning more about the Christian response to secular science. I pray that
you would share this trip information with your church and/or school. I also have outlines for Bible Study on
the topic if those resources are desired. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
In Christ,

Charity Smith
Director of Christian Education
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
785-539-2604
DCE@stlukesmanhattan.org

Expected Cost
Travel: $150 for round trip bus ticket. $20 off the price for an attendee and a referred Non-LCMS member.
Museum Tickets:
Adult (ages 18+)
Senior (age 60+)
Youth (ages 13-17)
Children (ages 5-12)
Children (under age 5)

$70.00
$60.00
$40.00
$25.00
Free

Hotel: $115 a Night
Food: Suggested $30 per day/per person

Registration Payment Mailing Information
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
ATTN: DCE Smith
330 Sunset Ave
Manhattan, KS 66502

Email: MCLC.Wamego@gmail.com

Christmas, being a holiday devoted to celebrating the Savior, is the perfect time of year to give a
faith building gift to
some of the children on
your Christmas list.
Choosing a picture Bible
can be a daunting task as
there are so many options. Some, while aiming to be simple and broad in target audience can rob
the stories of any context or meaning, reading like an
illustrated snapshot of history, never pointing to the
fantastic realities of God's love, protection, or plan
for salvation. Other picture Bibles, in an attempt to
be meaningful can slip into teaching as truth ideas
that are not from the Bible, or even that distort the
truth of God's love in order to teach morals.
With those warnings, I offer my recommendation for
a beautiful, attention grabbing, and Biblically sound
Story Bible. The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally
Lloyd-Jones shares the familiar stories from the Bible, but goes to great effort to frame every single one
of them in a manner that points to the problem of our
sin, God's great love for the lost, and the wonderful
hope that we have through Jesus. It is fitting and exciting that the subtitle of this book is "Every Story
whispers His name."
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Sunday Night Live
Christmas Special
December 9th
7:00-8:30p.m.

For example, the story of Noah and the flood "A
New Beginning" shares the familiar story and of
course point to the rainbow and God's promise to
never destroy the earth, but it continues by recognizing that the world still wasn't perfect and that God
Had another better plan to rescue the world. A plan
that included a rescuer, and that the bow God hung
up in the sky was not pointing down as his people,
but up to the one who would die for them.

CIA News: Compassion-in-Action is off to
a good start, thanks to
willing
volunteers!
Several requests for
transportation to doctor
and dental appointments
have come in and given
us an opportunity to be Jesus’s hands and feet to
our fellow members at Mt Calvary. Meals have
also been provided to a few homes in the past
couple of weeks. If you would like to join in assisting with meals, transportation, or simple tasks
and have not signed up, we could use you. Or if
you are aware of situations within our community of faith that could use some TLC please contact the church office or Jeannie Merritt kanfans@gmail.com or phone/text 785-393-9836.

We believe that every page of the Bible points to Jesus, and this resource can help to teach that to the
children in your life. While they learn about the history and stories of God's people, they will also recognize Jesus' roll in God's plan and in our salvation.

Colossians 3 “Put on then, as God's chosen
ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience, bearing with one another. And
above all these, put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”

