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As we move toward our national celebration of
Thanksgiving, we are given opportunity to remember
that every Christian is called by God Himself to a spirit
of thankfulness. As Psalm 136 exhorts us: “O give
thanks unto the LORD for He is good and His mercy
endureth forever.” God’s Word reminds us gratitude
for the Christian is not an option; it’s our Divine calling. And considering all the mercies that we daily receive from God, you might think that an attitude of thanks would be our constant state
of heart and mind! To our shame it is not.
In fact, even though the Christian has the comfort of salvation and the promise of eternal life (on top of all the other earthly blessings God gives), the Christian has this in
common with the non-Christian: our hearts are often unthankful. We are frequently unthankful for the many obvious blessings we daily receive. We take them for granted.
We also do not thank God for the crosses of suffering He has placed on us by which
God would exercise and strengthen our faith.
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But here is how the true Christian differs from the unthankful unbelieving world that
surrounds us:
1. C.F.W. Walther tells us that through the guidance of God’s Word, a Christian
learns to recognize, repent, and fight against his or her natural and sinful ingratitude. We make a beginning in learning to be truly thankful even in difficult circumstances.
2. Walther adds that Christians differ from non-Christians in that we are comforted
to know that through the sacrifice of Christ Jesus, all our ingratitude is forgiven
since it has been laid on Jesus Who died for our sins.
3. Finally, the Christian differs from those without faith in Christ in that we have a
new longing given to us by God to actually be thankful. This longing moves us
not only to battle ingratitude in our hearts while we are here on earth, but also to
look ahead with hope to that day when we will be with our Lord! From that day
on thankfulness will be our natural and constant response to our gracious and
loving God!
Oh, may this bounteous God through all our lives be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace and guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills in this world and the next. LSB 895
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S
MISSIONARY LEAGUE
2018 LWML Officers
President: Arlys Hartmann
Secretary: Carolyn Stutzman

V-Pres: Carol Brase
Treasurer: JeriLee Richter

Important Dates to Remember…
1 —1:30p.m. Executive Board Planning Meeting
4 —Mite Box/Stamps for Missions Sunday
8 —LWML Meeting
Theme: Praise Him
Topic Leader: Wendy von Seggern
Hostess: Diane Landon

Gifts from the Heart:
Stuffing Mix, Cranberry Sauce, Pumpkin Pie filling

Thanksgiving Worship
Wednesday, November 21
7:00p.m.

Compassion-in-Action:
Thanks to all who
indicated on the
time & talent
forms that they
would be willing
to provide loving
support to our
members at challenging times as
CIA undercover
agents!
Assistance might include a meal, transportation to
medical appointments, errands to pharmacy/
groceries and simple tasks in the home. Or perhaps a home or phone visit to just “check in” and
let them know our church family cares.
I will be contacting those who signed up via the
time & talent forms with an email or phone call
the end of November, and hope to begin this caring ministry within our congregation in December. *If you are aware of a need within our congregation feel free to contact me or the church
office.
Jeannie Merritt kanfans@gmail.com
phone or text 785-393-9836
Colossians 3 “Put on then, as God's chosen ones,
holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another. And above all these, put on love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony.”

ADVENT by CANDLELIGHT
December 2nd ~ 7:00p.m.
We all know the
term “cashless society”. What this
can
mean
for
churches is that
members
sometimes want to give
financially in a
way other than cash or check. Coming soon to Mt.
Calvary is a way for members to make a cashless financial contribution via a mobile app or a link from
our church’s web site. This could be regular weekly
or monthly giving or a one time financial gift.
Stay tuned for more information on our start
date.

It’s never too early to mark your calendar for an important event! Mt.
Calvary will hold its first “Advent by
Candlelight” evening for ladies of the
congregation, along with any lady
friends or family you would like to
invite, on Sunday, December 2nd
at 7:00 pm in Luther Hall. This is a
wonderful evening of the Word, music, and fellowship to
help you prepare your hearts for the Advent season before the holidays get into full swing! If you have any
questions or would like to help with this event, please
feel free to contact Trina Steinbach at 785-317-1057 or
tsteinbach@cox.net.

Email: MCLC.Wamego@gmail.com

Chase Cottam
Kadence Barnes
Averi Daubert
Chasey Drago
Erin Fortin
Emily Matthews
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Keauna Meyer
Gracie Schadegg
Kyler Soeken
Kaleb Winter
Emery Wolfe

Psalm 119:73
Give me understanding
that I may learn Your commandments.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING in DECEMBER
Be looking in Bulletin announcements and December’s
Newsletter for details such as
the date and time.

THE SEASON OF ADVENT
The Altar Guild is making preparations for the Advent Season. Please
contact Lindsey Blevins if you'd like
to join us! Email aeiouble@gmail.com or cell 816-273-

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia from 5H Greenhouse to beautify our altar area, please
see the sign-up sheet posted
at the Information Center.
There are different sizes and
several colors to choose from.
Then after Christmas we ask
that you take them home with
you or to a Nursing Home or
Assisted Living resident.

Sunday Night Live
November 11th and 25th
Family Devotion Idea from DCE Paul
We all know that we need more time learning about
God at home. The Bible asks parents to be in charge of
bringing their children up in the faith and studies have
repeatedly found that the number one influencer of a
child's faith is their parents. So where do we start?
What can it look like in your house? What material
can we use to guide us in family devotions?
With advent coming up, wanted to review a devotional
book that I am excited about. Christmas is Coming!
But Waiting is Hard! is a family activity and devotion book for advent by Karen Whiting. Karen has
worked with Focus on the Family and MOPS and in
her spare time has written 18 books.
Christmas is Coming! has 29 sections which all include a scripture reading, a prayer, a song selection,
some discussion questions, a fun fact, an activity idea,
as well as a dedicated Christmas symbol for each day.
This book has so much packed into each day that you
would probably be unable to do everything it suggests,
which may help it be a great devotion to pick up again
in another year or so. The devotional thoughts are interesting enough to provoke thoughts from adults, but
simple enough for kids to pick up the themes and be
able to learn and share the ideas.
This is a great book for families that want to make Advent special and give some intentionality to the season
of waiting. I would recommend this to families with
elementary to middle school kids, and probably encourage those with younger kids to find a book with
more pictures and shorter stories.
Pros: Lots of content, opportunity for kids to learn
about Christmas symbols, Jesus is in every lesson, fun
history of Christmas traditions
Cons: May have too much content.
Lutheran consideration: Every once
and a while the book almost goes
into the reformed idea of "accepting
or inviting Jesus into your heart"
which may lead to salvation insecurity (the thought that perhaps I haven't
done what I need to do to be saved
[which is nothing, Jesus did the
work]). Rephrasing a few questions can instead celebrate how Jesus has chosen to save/dwell with us.
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Introductions will begin at 11:30 am with prayer to follow. The Committee is asking members
to bring salads and desserts! Please indicate on the sign-up sheet at the Information Desk
what you plan to bring. Tableware, Meat, baked beans, and a potato dish will be provided.
(Thrivent Action Team!) With the program starting at 11:30, we are looking forward to starting
the line for food by 11:45. All are invited to join in!!

ATTENTION BOARD CHAIRS: Please look over your board members and let me know of any changes.

CHURCH
OFFICERS
President
Mr. Trevor Jensen
785-565-2455
trevorjensen@reagan.com
Vice President
Mr. Roy Hatfield
785-617-0305
rshatfield1979@gmail.com
Recording Secretary
Mrs. Kelley Brummett
785-456-8349
brummettck@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Mrs. Kerri Winter
785-341-7739

Winter.kerri@yahoo.com

BOARD MEMBERS
Adult Education

(chair.) Andrea White
Paul White
Chris Blevins
Ashley King

CYM

(chair.) Charla Adcock
Angie Matthews
Colby Brummett
Josh Hahn
Krista Hahn
Chris Blevins
Lyndsey Blevins
Megan Propst
Ryan Propst
Bridgette Rankin
Brian Rankin

Communication
(Chair) Jeannie Merritt
Amanda Jantz
Casey Biesenthal
Kay Ann Hewlett
Linda Highland
Kara Titus

Elders
(chair.) Curtis Thompson
Nick Adcock
Chris Blevins
Brian Blume
Lanny Bosse
Brett Bruning
Daniel Bush
Carl Griese
Joshua Hahn
Erick Horton
Marty Jahn
Eli Jantz
Jamie Klein
Brian Koch
Thomas von Seggern

Evangelism
(chair) Kenny Titus
Sharon Jensen
Teresa Purkeypile
Kara Titus

Fellowship

(chair.) Diane Landon
Susan Hatfield
Prudence Fager

Incorporation

(chair.) Prudence Fager
Carol Brase
Krista Hahn

Missions

(chair) Todd Steinbach
Robin Kolterman
Rev. Rick Lovick

Stewardship

Marcus Merritt

Trustee
(chair.) Gordon Stohs
Pat Burns
Tim Winter
Kirk Zerbe
Paul Zillmann

Nomination Board
(chair) Ted Geisert

Daylights Savings Time Ends

Sunday, November 4th

Condensed Council Report
October 10th 2018
Call to order: Trevor Jensen, president. Opening prayer: Pastor Price
Approved minutes from prior meeting with slight correction.
Monthly Financial Report: Noted recent donations to our bridge loan. Report reviewed and filed.
New Business:
Stewardship – A good response to time and talent sheets. Tabulation was distributed to appropriate
boards. Support for newly forming Compassion-in-Action program was noted.
2019 Budget Preparation: worksheets were distributed to each board, to be returned at Nov. meeting.
Voter’s meeting December 2nd following 10:30 service. Potluck meal to precede meeting.
Old Business:
Reminder: District Workshop on Demographics and Church planning to be held at MCLC on
10/18. Refreshments and child care provided.
Church Staff evaluation policy was discussed; implementation in 2019, with president and board of
Elders’ chair
to conduct the evaluation.
2018 event calendar was updated. Veterans Dinner Nov. 11th. Thanksgiving Eve service Nov. 21st.
Constitution update: Committee has met and is about half way through the process.
Board Reports:
Elders: Monthly meeting on Oct 20th.
Trustees: Issues with the front door lock to be fixed soon.
CYM: 5 youth will attend the Jr Hi rally in Oct. 6 Hi School youth to district gathering in Nov. Fall
Sunday School is off to a good start and numbers are healthy.
Incorporating: Follow up contact will be made with those who filled out the time & talent sheets.
Evangelism: Survey regarding worship style following services on Oct 13/14.
Stewardship: Letter to families regarding financial pledges for 2019 will be mailed Oct. 16th.
Mission: Distribution of all 2018 mission funds has been authorized. Barb Torrey Memorial Funds of
$6,050.00 will be used to support 2 ministries that were dear to her heart: MOST Ministries & Mission
Central.
Communication: Improvements to our website will begin in January, making it more user friendly
and informative for our members as well as those looking for a church. Enhancements will include:

Slideshow on home page to highlight news and activities

Reorganization of the site’s navigation and menu

Calendar on home page to highlight upcoming events

Secure form for online giving with mobile devices

“I’m New” tab for inquiries about MCLC
Nomination: Looking to complete slate of officers for the November voters’ meeting.
Pastor’s report: Pastor and Paul recently took time for a retreat with Jim Bradshaw (KS District) to
begin the process of Strategic Planning for Mt Calvary. Council is looking at a preliminary date of December 8th to meet with church staff and other key members to establish a STRATEGIC VISION
TEAM to explore proposed mission and vision statements for the future.
Meeting adjourned. Next Meeting Date: November 14, 2018 – 7:30 pm
Closed with The Lord’s Prayer

C H R I S T ’ S YOKE A S S U R A N C E
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid the
wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ-“He fulfills the desire of those who fear him, he also hears their cry and saves them“. {Psalm 145:19]
At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; Yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” {Matthew
11:25-27]
DO YOU WANT to know the mind and thoughts of God? Jesus thanks the Father in heaven for revealing to
his disciples the wisdom and knowledge of God. What does Jesus’ prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it tells us that God is both Father and Lord of earth as well as heaven.
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” {Matthew 11:28] Jesus invites
you and I. It is a call to completely trust your Savior Jesus Christ. What an amazing passage of Scripture! It
has been a comfort to me and I pray a comfort to you.
THE PEOPLE OF Jesus day and the people of today carry burdens. It can be from outside them or it can be
one that they produce themselves. The religious leaders of Jesus day placed heavy burdens on the people in
terms of religious obligations. The worries in their day and our day can be quite burden as well.
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your soul.” {Matthew 11:29] What is it to take the yoke of Christ? To take Christ’s yoke is to commit ourselves to universal obedience to Christ from love to him, sympathy with him, and confidence in him. This is
no doubt to the true idea of taking Christ’s yoke upon us. You know through faith in your Savior and know
the blessing of the yoke of Jesus Christ: it is unlike the way of the world; it brings the rest that people really
need.
“For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” {Matthew 11:30] Christ’s yoke is easy because it is not only
agreeable, but in the highest degree useful to ourselves, to our friends, to the world, to the kingdom of Christ.
Christ’s yoke is easy because it is love’s yoke.
LET US COME to Him daily, for deliverance from wrath and guilt, from sin and Satan, from all our cares,
and sorrows. But forced obedience, far from easy and light, is a HEAVY BURDEN. Then come to Jesus
to find rest for your souls.
Amen.
IN HEAVEN!

A Spiritual Meditation Writing
Loren E. Streiner, Lay Minister
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church

May Loren’s love and passion for God’s
word, shine through his words as he encourages all of us to grow in grace. Please
enjoy The Faith Focus; a series featuring
spiritual writings from Loren.

