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In our confession of sin, a part of what we 
acknowledge to God is that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean.  The teaching of the Bible is that our 
sinfulness is not just a series of wrong or evil ac-
tions; instead, we think, act, and speak in evil ways 

because by nature we are evil.  Psalm 51:5 speaks of our being sinful from conception.  Ro-
mans 3:10 declares that there is no one righteous.  In Ephesians 2:1, Paul speaks of our nat-
ural condition as one of being “dead in transgressions and sins.”  We sometimes refer to 
this sinfulness of our nature as “original sin.” 
 

In contrast to what Scripture teaches, most people don’t actually believe our condition is 
that bad.  They may agree that human beings have a tendency to do things that are bad or 
wrong.  But most do not agree that are by nature wicked.  Most think that with a little ef-
fort, we can overcome sin by improving certain behaviors.  This highlights another truth 
about original sin: it’s so bad we can’t even see how bad it is! 

 

One pastor illustrates it like this: Imagine a person falling off a ladder and breaking an an-
kle.  The person knows it, feels the pain, and calls for help.  But now imagine that same 
person falling and breaking an ankle and his back!  Because he is paralyzed from the waist 
down, he doesn’t feel the pain from his fall.  He might not even know he is hurt.  “Just give 
me a hand and help me up,” he might say.  “I’ll be okay as soon as I catch my breath.”  Our 
fall into sin is like that.  It’s so serious we don’t even feel how bad it is. 

 

Why does it matter?  Our Lutheran Confessions, explain why a proper understanding of 
original sin is so important in the following way: But the knowledge of original sin is nec-
essary. For the magnitude of the grace of Christ cannot be understood and no one can heart-
ily long…for Christ, …unless our diseases be recognized. As Christ says Matt. 9:12; Mark 
2:17: They that are whole need not a physician. The entire righteousness of man is mere 
hypocrisy and abomination before God, unless we acknowledge that our heart is natural-
ly destitute of love, fear, and confidence in God that we are miserable sinners who are in 
disgrace with God [Apology to the Augsburg Confession, Article II, 33-34]. 

 

It’s when God brings us to a proper knowledge of how desperate our situation is that we cry 
out to Him for the help we need!  This is the very help we seek when we confess our sins 
from the heart.  Praise God that in His mercy He has given His Son to die for us, and for 
Christ’s sake forgives us all our sin—our sinful acts, thoughts, and words, as well as 
our sinful natures! 

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Jim Price 
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LWML CORNER 

2017  LWML Officers 
   President:  Arlys Hartmann            V-Pres: Carol Brase 

   Secretary: Carolyn Stutzman         Treasurer: JeriLee Richter 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER... 

  3 - Mite Box/Stamps for Missions Sunday 

  7 - 1:30p.m. Executive Board Planning Meeting 

14 - 7:00p.m. LWML Meeting - Fellowship Hall 

Theme: Give Me Eyes to See 
Topic Leader: Carol Brase 

Hostess: Nyla Zerbe 
28 -  10:00a.m. - Assemble Lutheran World 
Relief Kits 

 

 

Gifts from the Heart: 
 

Cereal & 
Canned Fruit 

 
 
 
 

 

One of our LWML's mission projects each year is to 
make kits for Lutheran World Relief (in addition to 
the quilts we make for LWR). This year, we are pri-
marily focused on making Personal Care Kits. The 
congregation is invited to join us in gathering the 
items needed; a collection box can be found in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 

One Personal Care Kit contains: 
1 light/med weight bath towel, dark col-

ors preferred 
2-3 bath size bars of soap (in original 

wrapping) 
1 adult sized toothbrush 
1 sturdy comb 
1 metal nail clippers 

 

We will have a Kit Making Party on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28th at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Any-
one who wants to join in on the fun is welcome! The 
kits and quilts will be blessed on LWML Sunday (Oct 
1st), and then everything will be taken to Christ Lu-
theran Church in Topeka on Oct 6th, where it will be 
loaded on the Lutheran World Relief truck.  

“Retire Wisely” Seminar  
Wednesday, September 13 
 Join us Wednesday, September 13th, 2017 at 

the 4 points by Sheraton in Manhattan. The 
event runs from 6:00-8:00. Dinner will be pro-
vided. After dinner our managing partner John 
Estes will give his presentation that will include 
strategies for success in retirement as well as 
other topics. There will also be time for ques-
tions afterwards. This seminar is for anyone 
who is interested in learning more about retire-
ment as well as those who are already retired 
and may be wondering if they are doing every-
thing they can to maximize their retirement.  
Please contact Thomas von Seggern or Dillon 
Mack if you are interested in attending. 

Updated "Welcome to Mt Calvary" 

tri-folds have been placed in the 

pew racks, with information re-

garding our service times and 

ministry.  Visitors are welcome to 

take one home; our members are 

encouraged to take one to share 

with a new neighbor or friend. 
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Sunday School Rally Day 

September 10th, 2017  
during the Sunday School Hour 

The entire congregation is invited to join us as we 
travel 500 years into the past to visit the time of the 
Reformation. We will meet in Luther Hall during 
the education hour (9:15-10:15) where you will vis-
it four different stations to learn a little about Mar-
tin Luther and the times he lived in. Here is a sam-
pling of the different stops you will visit. 

1: The Year is 1517  
Glimpse how people lived and dressed 500 years 
ago. See how the printing press worked and learn 
its importance. Make a lavender sachet and find 
out how people used them 500 years ago. 

2: The Need for Reform  
Visit our snack window and find out what the 
“Diet of Worms” was all about, then try our 
snack version. We’ll also learn about alms giv-
ing, indulgences and why the church needed to 
change. 

3: Martin Luther  
Meet Martin Luther and hear about his life. 

4: The Reformers 
Learn about some of the people who helped re-
form (change) the church then play an amusing 
game of “Pin the Beard on the Reformer”. 

Do you know how to direct Thrivent “Choice Dollars”? 
Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 

If you need help with this, please speak with Thrivent Rep., Thomas von Seggern or Dillon Mack 

Sunday Night Live 
September 3rd and 17th 

 
 
 

 
 
Jr. High Rally in Williamsburg 
Moana theme 
September 29-30th  
Kansas district is happy to provide another Jr. High 
rally for 6th-8th grade students. This year we will 
learn about the love of our savior using the charac-
ters from the Movie "Moana" as tools to teach us 
about our purpose in life and the gifts God has giv-
en to us. Registration forms can be picked up 
downstairs in 
Middle 
School room 
and must be 
returned to 
Paul with $40 
registration 
fee by Sep-
tember10th.
  
 

 

The Fall 
Sunday School classes 
Begin September 17th 

 

Sunday School teachers are getting 
excited to see their kiddoes again. 
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Women’s Safety Class 
September 26 ~ 7:00pm 

 

A FREE "Women's Safety Class" will be con-

ducted at Mt Calvary Lutheran Church on Tues-

day September 26th at 7:00 p.m. in the fellow-

ship hall.  Tim Schuck, a police officer with the 

Riley County Police Department for the past 22 

years, will be the presenter.  He is currently a 

Lieutenant and the department's training coor-

dinator, instructing defensive tactics to police 

department employees for the past 20 years.  

Tim has a history in wrestling, police defensive 

tactics, martial arts, and an Air Force combative 

instructor.  

The class is open to women in the community 

as well.  There will be opportunity for class par-

ticipation and questions.  High school girls may 

attend with their mother or adult woman.  No 

charge, but it would be helpful if you would sign 

up at the Information Desk. 

STEWARDSHIP NOTE… 
TIME and TALENT 

 

Special roles at Mt. Calvary – we 
all have special roles: 

God has called every Christian to special roles 

in the home, in the church and in society and 

each of these special roles makes a claim on 

our resources and our presence. 

As to our special roles at church we have a 

chance to re-think that aspect of our spiritual 

life - and act on it.  A re-

vised survey of our time 

and talents is coming to 

you in September so 

please prayerfully con-

sider how it is that you 

can serve Mt. Calvary 

and indicate that in the 

survey.  More later . . . . .  

VETERANS DAY 
November 11th  

(less than 3 
months away)   
Now is the time to 
begin planning! 

There is much to 
be done to prepare 
for our Veterans 
Day Celebration 
here at Mt. Calva-
ry. 

If you would like 
to help, please contact Wendy vonSeggern at 

bigbadred701@gmail.com or  
text/call 785-844-2512. 

The Communications Board is 
needing help in two areas: post-
ing the audio sermons each week 
on the church website and keep-
ing the church website current. 

Please contact Jeannie Merritt if 
you could help Mt Calvary's min-
istry in this area at 785-393-9836 

or kanfans@gmail.com 

mailto:bigbadred701@gmail.com
tel:(785)%20844-2512
mailto:kanfans@gmail.com
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 Congregation President - Trevor Jensen has 
agreed to serve another term 

 Board of Elders chairman - Curtis Thompson 
will serve another term 

 Recording Secretary - Kelley Brummett will 
continue to serve  

PLEASE SPEAK WITH, OR CONTACT TED 
GEISERT (494-8376) IF YOU ARE WILLING 
TO SERVE AS CHAIRPERSON ON ONE OF 
THE FOLLOWING BOARDS: 

 Board of Adult Education 

 Board of Incorporation 

 Board of Finance 

Please prayerfully consider being on a board or committee of your choosing for our congregation. These positions 
come available every two years by our by-laws and Constitution. Most of the boards or committees choose their 
chairperson from within. But will need to replace some position’s that become vacant for various reasons. 
It is our hope and wish for you to become involved in your congregation in as many ways as you wish. 
But this is a great way to get involved and see how the church works from the inside. 
God’s blessing on you all. 
Very Respectfully, 
Thomas Von Seggern, Deacon 

Mt Calvary Church Picnic 2017 
    The annual picnic at Lake Elbo had a great turnout this year. We estimated 130 members attended and it ap-
peared an enjoyable time was had by all. The kids (and adults) had a great time swimming and playing volleyball. 
And us ‘seasoned’ folks had fun watching them and visiting until it was time to eat.  

    Lutherans proved themselves great cooks once again by providing tasty dishes that 
kept us going back for more. We had a variety of wonderful salads that had people talk-
ing – this brings up the subject: should we consider making a new church cookbook?  

    I want to especially thank John and Dee Schierkolk and David Barnes for catching, 
cleaning, and cooking the catfish. I heard many compliments about that fresh caught 
taste!  

    I also want to thank Jan Harold for reserving the Lake Elbo Clubhouse for us; Pru-
dence Fager for her advice and organizational skills; Melissa Gier for her advice and taking on the 
kitchen cleanup; Maurenne Griese for helping set up tables and Herman for lending his muscles 
when needed; Marlene Hightower for stepping in to organize the food line and Ray Hightower for 
taking pictures (again!); and to Lee Abitz for calling in the ‘troops’ to get the tables and chairs put 
away and sweeping the floors! Thank you! 

    I hope those that were unable to attend this year will join us next year.  It will make the event 
that much better! This picnic reminds me of the lyrics to “They will know we are Christians”: 

We will work with each other, we will work (and play) side by side 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,  

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 

When people drove by and saw us having a good time, I think that proved it. 
 

Hoping all is well in your world,  
 
Diane Landon,  
Chairperson, Board of Fellowship 
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LOOKING AHEAD  

INTO OCTOBER…. 

Blue Rock Shoot 
at John 

Schierkolk’s 
place, 

Sunday  
October 8th 

1:30p.m. 
 

17535 Say Road 
Wamego, Kansas 

September 11, 2001 is a day worth remembering. 

Thousands of Americans died in a terrorist attack 

on our nation. It’s a day to honor their lives. It’s 

also a day to show that we will never forget the 

horrific events that occurred on 9/11. 

        God Bless America 


