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Too Precious to Use and to Wonderful to Discard . . . . . 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, 

to know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven, the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   Amen 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 

The word epiphany means appearance or manifestation, and Epiphany marks the manifestation Jesus 

to the Gentiles. We celebrate Epiphany on January 6. 

 

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of  Israel, who alone does wondrous things.” {Psalm 72:18] 

 

Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ-- 

 

WHEN I WAS a child, my parents had an old trunk that they kept in the basement. Metal straps 

girdled it and metal buckles held it closed. It was full of wonderful things--things that we never used, 

but to precious to discard. 

 

THE OLD TRUNK beckoned to me like a great magnet. I would unlatch those buckles and open the 

top, and the smell of tobacco would flood the room. The smell came from an  ornate pipe with a  

ceramic bowl and a  hinged silver lid. The pipe was shaped like a saxophone and least a foot long. I 

suspect that my uncle picked it up  in Germany after the war and gave it to my father. It was one of 

those gifts that was too precious to use and to wonderful to discard. 

 

THE OTHER THING that I remember from the old trunk was a white New Testament that had my 

name on it. Someone gave it to me at my birth. I don’t ever remember ever reading it. I remember 

only the wonder that I felt in touching something that honored my birth--something that made me 

feel special. It was a gift too precious to use and to wonderful to discard. 

 

“And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and fell down and worshiped 

him.” {Matthew 2:11] 

 

THEY GAVE HIM gifts--gifts too precious to use--because the gifts that the Wise Men gave to 

Jesus gold, frankincense and myrrh--were gifts to precious to use. You know what gold is. 

Frankincense in Jewish worship. Myrrh was used as perfume. 

 

I ALWAYS WONDERED why the Wise Men brought these particular gifts to the baby Jesus, gold 

and frankincense and myrrh. They were expensive gifts--but gifts too precious to use. 

 

SCHOLARS HAVE NOTED that these were symbolic gifts--gifts that foretold something of the life 

that Jesus would live: 

 Gold was a gift fit for a king, and Jesus came to be king. 
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 Frankincense was used as incense in temple worship, and Jesus would become our high priest. 

 And Jesus died, Nicodemus embalmed his body with myrrh. 

“Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 

aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight.” [John 19:39] 

 

SO  GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, and myrrh were symbolic gifts--gifts fit for a king--for a priest--for 

a crucified Lord. But the Wise Men did not understand that. They knew only that they were giving 

gifts to a baby--special gifts--but gifts too precious to be used. 

 

BUT  I  SUSPECT that Joseph and Mary did use those gifts. Soon an angel would come to Joseph in 

a dream and warn him to take his little family to Egypt to escape the murderous Herod. 

“And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 

way.” {Matthew 2:12]  

 

THEN HEROD, HOPING to foil any threat to his throne, would kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem, 

trying to wipe out any competition, trying to kill any baby who might grow up to take his place as 

king. 

 

IMAGINE HAVING TO leave in the middle of the night to go to a foreign country, to take only 

what you could carry on a donkey, also carrying a baby. How could Joseph a carpenter buy food 

along the way? How could they re-establish themselves in Nazareth? I think these wonderful gifts--

gifts too precious to use--were God’s way of provisioning Joseph for his journey to Egypt. 

 

BUT THE WISE MEN couldn’t have understand than either. They knew only that God had called 

them to visit a child to be king of the Jews. They just did the best they could with what they had. Do 

we sometimes think that Jesus our gifts are too pitiful to use?  

 

BUT  IT  ISN’T what we give that counts, but the LOVE with which we give it. And it isn’t our 

gift that counts, but the one to whom we give it. Jesus is Lord! 

 

WHEN WE PUT our gifts into his hands, great or small, he can make of them what he will. What 

matters is Jesus is great! He is more concerned with the state of our HEART than our pocketbook. 

 

A  LITTLE  GIRL singing in a Christmas pageant might not make great music, but her singing 

touches our souls. The Sunday school teacher who loves Jesus, by God’s grace, sets young lives on 

the right pathway. 

 

THIS  IS  THE  start of a new year! Consider this week you can give to Jesus. Then determine to 

give him the best, and trust that he will do something wonderful with it. 

           Amen            

(This material is taken from a sermon written for Sunday January 15, 2017)  
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