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Crossing the Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mark 4:35-41  

 

Almighty God, in Your mercy guide the course of this world so then Your Church my 

joyfully serve You in godly peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

         {Psalm 124:8] 

 

OUR SERMON TEXT finds Jesus by the Sea of Galilee. It was evening. Jesus spent much of 

the day teaching how the kingdom of  God grows through the preaching of the Gospel. He 

was probably very tired and said to his disciples, “Let us go across to the other side.” {Mark 

4:35b] 

 

Crossing the Lake 

SOONER OR LATER in life we find ourselves in the position of the disciples. Evening has 

come, the day is gone. We are invited to leave the land, get into the boat, and cross over to 

the other side, to the alien shore. 

 

OUT THERE IN the middle of the lake, the night is filled with wind and waves. As we cross 

over to the other side, powerful forces are let loose, forces stronger than we are, forces that 

threaten to overcome us. 

 

OUR HEARTS POUNDING with fear throughout the long minutes of the storm, we forget 

that wind and wave have another side to them. And the great windstorm arose, and the waves 

were breaking into the boat, so that  the boat was already filing. {Mark 4:37]  

   

OUT THERE IN the middle of the lake, the night was filled with WIND and WAVES. As 

we cross over to the other side, power forces are let loose, forces stronger than we are, 

forces that threaten to overwhelm us. The Lord says: And call on me in the day of trouble; 

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. {Psalm 50:15] 
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May Loren’s love and passion 

for God’s word, shine through 

his words as he encourages 

all of us to grow in grace. 

Please enjoy The Faith Focus; 

a series featuring spiritual 

writings from Loren. 

AT THE BEGINNING of creating, God’s Spirit sweeps like wind over the face of the 

waters. 

 

WHEN THE LORD leads His people from slavery to freedom, a driving wind divides the 

water of the Red Sea.   

 

WHEN EZEKIEL HEARS the Lord’s promise of a new covenant, what does it involve but a 

washing with water and the gift of a new spirit, a new breath, a new wind. 

 

YES, WIND AND WAVE appear when God  does something new. The force 

of wind and wave represent the height of threat, but also the height of possibility. There  in 

the storm-tossed boat a new reality comes to birth, a new creation begins. 

 

WE CRY OUT to Jesus, who lies sleeping in the boat. We confess that for help we must look 

beyond our conscious, selves Jesus awakens, silences the wind and the sea, brings us to a 

new awareness. Jesus SILENCES WIND and SEA, and unites the OPPOSITE SHORES 

WITHIN OURSELVES. 

 

AT ONE TIME or another each of us hears the call to go to the opposite shore. How do we 

respond?  Do we turn our back on this call and lose a chance at larger life? 

 

WE TRAVEL BY night in response to this call and feel the force of wind and wave, Must 

these be us the heralds of death? Can we recognize them instead of birth pangs, signs of a 

new start? 

 

AT ONE TIME or another, each of us hears the call to go to the opposite shore. What is 

familiar must make peace with the unknown. This brings about a crisis our power to resolve. 

Only Jesus who sleeps within can save us. He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

will abide in the shadow  of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress,  

my God, in whom I trust.” {Psalm 91:1-2] 
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