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Something  for JESUS!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Matthew 25:31-46 

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living and the dead. 

Enable us to wait for the day of His return with your eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your 

own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one G0d, now and forever.   Amen 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ-- 

 

For he is our God, and we are the people of the pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

                                        {Psalm 95:7a] 

 

WOULDN’T YOU LIKE to do something special for JESUS?  Something wonderful! Something 

that he would appreciate! 

 

WOULDN’T YOU LIKE to have been one of the shepherds? Coming to pay your respects at the 

stable, going away to tell others about JESUS? 

 

WOULDN’T YOU LIKE to have been one of the Wise Men, bringing baby JESUS a princely 

present? What kind of a present would you bought him, a crib mattress, a handmade quilt? 

 

OUR SCRIPTURE TELLS us that we can do that, or something very much like that. We can do 

something special for JESUS!  Something wonderful! Something that he will appreciate! Something 

for which he will reward us! 

 

IN OUR GOSPEL lesson, the setting is Judgment Day--the end of time. It shows JESUS coming in 

all his glory, not like the first time when he came as a baby. Next time, he will come in his glory, a 

king on his throne, surrounded by angels.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

divide them into two groups, which JESUS calls sheep and goats, the sheep at his right hand and the 

goats at his left. 

 

AND HE WILL say to the sheep: 

 “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

   Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 

   for I was hungry and you gave me food, 

   I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 

   I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 

   I was naked and you gave me clothing,  

    I was sick and you took care of me, 

   I was in prison and you visited me.” {Matthew 25:34b-44] 

 

BUT THEY WILL ask, “Lord when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food?” 
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AND THE KING WILL say: 

 “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

   who are members of my family, you did not do to me.” {Matthew 25:45] 

 

FURTHER, A BIT earlier in this Gospel, JESUS sent his disciples on a mission. He gave them 

instructions not to take money or other provisions. They were to rely on the hospitality of those to 

whom they took the Gospel. 

 

JESUS SAID: 

“Whoever receives you receives me . . . 

  and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones . . . 

  Truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward,” {Matthew 10:40-42] 

 

THE BLESSINGS THAT JESUS promised in our text are blessings that we will see in the future-at 

the end of time, as JESUS comes again to usher in eternity. His promise is that we will inherit a 

kingdom prepared for us from the foundation of the world.” because it says to me that God intended 

from the very beginning to bless us--to save us--to bring us home to live with him in splendor. That 

is a great promise, and we should look forward to it expectantly. 

 

BUT SOMETIMES GOD seems unable to restrain his enthusiasm for blessing us. While  our text 

promises rewards in the future, sometimes God rewards us right now and the small mercies that we 

render that we render to others. 
 

BUT THEN SOMETHING happened that reminded me of JESUS’ words “as you did it to the least 

my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.” 

 

JESUS SAYS: 

 “For I was hungry and you gave me food. 

   I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. 

   I was a stranger an you welcomed me. 

   I was naked and you gave me clothing.. 

   I was sic and you took care of m, 

   I was in prison and you visited me.” {Matthew 25:42-43] 

 

AND THEN HE SAID: 

 “Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

   foundation of the world.” {Matthew 25:34b] 
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