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The Temptation of Jesus    .   .   .   .   Matthew 4:1-11 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised 

land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness 

of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen 

 

You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; {Psalm 32:7a] 

 

I REMEMBER A sermon that I heard when I was a child. The preacher was talking about the 

temptation of Adam and Eve. 

 He said: God  told Adam and Eve not to eat of the fruit of the tree in the center of the garden. 

 

THEN JESUS WAS led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

                               {Matthew 4:1]. 

 

HE WARNED THEM that, if you eat of  it, they would surely DIE. 

 

THEN SATAN CAME along and told them that, if they ate of the tree, they would not surely die. 

 

OUR GOSPEL READING tells about the temptation of Jesus. Satan tempted Jesus with three 

innocent temptations. He didn’t try to tempt Jesus to do something terrible. He tempted Jesus to make 

small compromises for good reasons. 

 

HE TRIED TO get Jesus to take a small step into the edge of the quicksand and he pictured rewards! 

He didn’t promise Jesus money or fame. He promised Jesus a more effective ministry if he would 

just take that first step. 

 

JESUS HAD BEEN fasting, doing without food, for forty days. He was famished. He wanted 

something to eat. And so the devil said:  

  If you are the Son of God, 

  command these stones to become loves of bread. {Matthew 4:3] 

 

“IF YOU ARE the Son of God  .  . .”  Here, Jesus, is a chance to prove yourself. Here Jesus, is a 

chance to be known. Here, Jesus, is a way to kick off your ministry with a spectacular miracle.  After 

all stones to loaves of bread. People will be amazed!  

 

BUT JESUS responded: 

  Man shall not live by bread alone, 

   but every word that comes from 

   the mouth of God.  {Matthew 4:4] 
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AND SO SATAN took Jesus to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple. 

  If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, 

  for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning 

  you,” and “On their hands they will bear you up, 

   so that  you will not dash your foot against a stone.”  {Matthew 4:6] 

 

JESUS COULD HAVE turned the stones into bread. He could have jumped from the pinnacle of the 

temple. Both could have accomplished good things. But both would had substituted Satan’s design 

for God’s design. Both would have made Satan the architact for Jesus’ ministry. Both would have put 

Satan in charge of Jesus’life. And so Jesus said: 

  Again it is written, 

  You shall not put the Lord your God to the test. {Matthew 4:7] 

 

AND SO THE devil took Jesus to a high mountain where they could see the kingdoms of the world. 

He said to Jesus: 

  All these I will give you, if you will  fall down and worship me. {Matthew 4:9] 

 

THEN JESUS SAID to him. 

  Away  with you, Satan! 

  For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, 

  and him only shall you serve.” {Matthew 4:10] 

 

WE, CHRIST’S DISCIPLES, need to prepare ourselves and children now. We need to prepare 

ourselves by constant WORSHIP, PRAYER and BIBLE STUDY. Otherwise the temptation will 

entrap us before we ever recognize that it is there. 

 

I WILL CLOSE by telling you what happened after Jesus had successfully resisted the third 

temptation. 

  “Then the devil left him, and behold angels came and were 

  ministering to him. {Matthew 4:11] 

 

 LET US PRAY for God’s help. Let us be FAITHFUL to do God’s will. 
 

  Holy God we praise your name; Lord of all, we bow before you. 

  All on earth your septer claims, All in heaven above adore you. 

  Infinite your vast domain, Everlast is your reign. {Hymn 171 v 1] 

       Amen  
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